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My background in links with drama

a. Dhaka in 1972
b. Negative experiences in the UK 

and identity crisis
c. School theatre visit
d. Bangladesh Centre
e. Bangladesh Youth Movement



Bangla drama in London
Sources of information and research

Interviewed
1. Khali Kazi – Newham councillor
2. Abdul Aziz Toki – playwright and 

director
3. Dr Rahman Gillani - Director of Toynbee 

Hall Asian Studies Dept / actor
4. Ruhul Amin – film maker
5. Ashraf Mahmud Neswar – playwright 

and director
6. Kutub Uddin – director / actor
7. Nurul Islam Putul –
8. Aqeel al faradhi – person in charge of 

Message Cultural Group
9. Fanu Miah – BYM co-ordinator / actor
10. Runi Khan – Co director of Culturepot 

Global Ltd



1963-2012
Some examples Bangla drama
1. 1963 - The Oriantals deliver Sirajuddaual at Barbican Centre
2. 1971- Mukti Jodi Patey Chau Ostro Hate Tule Nao – by Dr 

Enamul Huque – started July 71 and toured for 3 months, 
including ICA Gallery – 6/7 cast and the first play was at 
Trafalgar Square

3. Early 1970s- late 1980s / early 199s – Bengali Artists 
Association and Bangladesh Youth Movement  delivered many 
plays in a several different venues

4. 1992- Marilybone Bangladesh Association stage 3 plays
5. 1996-2000 – by annual Bengali Drama Festival at Toynbee Hall
6. 1985 – 2012 - Surma Centre arranged many plays 
7. 1999-2012 - Message Cultural Group was formed as a creative 

cultural organisation in the late 1999 by a group of young and 
enthusiastic people

8. 2006-2012 - Soulfire Theatre
9. 2001 – 2012 - A Season of Bangla Drama at Kobi Nazrul Centre 

and Brady Arts Centre



Bengali Artists Association (BAA) and
Bangladesh Youth Movement (BYM)

Bethan Green Adult Education Institute 

1. Struggled to attract Bengali people to attend the English classes set 
up by the Institute and high degree of distrust existed

2. A charity concert at the Institute in late 1960s to respond to a 
disaster in Pakistan lead to more people attending the classes

3. An increase in the demand to use facilities at the Institute lead to 
the setting up of drama classes and then later music and poetry

4. Key people are: Mr Amar Bose, Barrister Lutfur Rehman
Shahjahan, Kutib Uddin

5. Mr Bose taught drama and directed many plays and Mr Shahjahan
played role of production co-ordinator

6. The institute became a base for individuals to meet, join a variety 
of classes, socialise and work towards producing  cultural shows

7. At first the activities were undertaken under the umbrella of 
Bengali Artists Association and later into several including BYM 
Drama Group, the major group to continue drama in East London  



BAA and BYM
Siraj ud Daullah – first play in 1963 and 
then many times subsequently into the 
1970s 



BAA and BYM



BYM



Dhaka Association

Cllr Khali Kazi - chair for many years 

The association staged many plays including

Chor
Izzat Ali’s Prestige
Barkater Ma – 21st February

Held at many venues including Bangladesh Centre, YMCA 
Camden, Commonwealth Institute, Logan Hall,Half Moon 
Theatre, Badden Paul Centre



1992 – 2002
Marylebone Bangladesh Society

Abdul Aziz Toki – co-ordinator
Wrote and delivered 3 plays at North 
Westminster Community Schools 

1. Sesh Drisha – Sylheti language 
(1995/95)

2. Haji Shaheber Heart Attack ( 1997)
3. Shainiker Mrittu (1998)

Sesh Drisha has been played in different 
venues subsequently



1985 – 2012 - Surma Centre arranged many plays 

Nurul Islam Putul – chair for 2 years and MC member for 10 years – Surma
Communty Centre

Some of the plays staged includes:

Ora Kadam Ali
Shurma Kande
Nipoti

They also contributed to the A Season of Bangla Drama

Nurul Islam Putul has been involved in delivering about 15 dramas, some 
short plays and several major performances 



1996-2000
By-annual Bengali Drama Festival at Toynbee Hall

Dr Rahman Gilani, Director of Toynbee Hall Asian Studies Dept  organised 3 
by-annual Bengali Drama Festivals at the Toynbee Hall’s Curtain Theatre

July to September

1996 – 17 plays
1998 – 21 Plays
2000 – 26 Plays

The plays were in Bengali, bilingual and Sylheti and included dance / drama

Festival had Bangladeshi and West Bengali contributions, including the 
participation of Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan

One famous play staged was Molière’s La Miser



Bengali Drama Festival at Toynbee Hall



Bengali Drama Festival at Toynbee Hall



1999-2012 - Message Cultural Group
based at London Muslim Centre

Delivered many short plays as 
part of wider programmes, 
including Alor Porosh



Soulfire Theatre

Soulfire Theatre was set up in 2006 to create theatre in those 
communities that don’t have a strong theatrical voice or 
tradition.  It is particularly aimed at the Bangladeshi British 
community, young people and children in Tower Hamlets and 
other places.

Runs drama workshops and delivered several major plays in 
Queen Mary College, Brady Arts Centre and Departures

Some major plays are:

Blood Wedding - Departures
Street Seduction – Brady Arts Centre as Part of A Season of 
Bangla Drama in 2011



Soulfire Theatre



Soulfire Theatre



A Season of Bangla Drama
Kibi Nazrul Centre and Brady Arts Centre



Playwrights

I have interviewed 3 playwrites

1. Abdul Aziz Toki – playwright and director –
written 3 plays and many short stories

2. Ashraf Mahmud Neswar – playwright and 
director – written 30 scripts and already 26 
performed

3. Hussain Ismael, artistic director of Soulfire
Theatre – written and performed many



Issues

1.Motivation
2.Problems
3.Future


